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# 8 “Listening to God in the Earth”.  
September 6th, 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time: Mark 7: 31-37

Reflection: “He makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.”

The Gospel speaks to us in every age. Today, we are learning how to interpret its message with a greater 
awareness of God’s love expressed in the wider natural world. Back in 2007, Pope Emeritus, Benedict XVI 
spoke about this to a group of 400 priests, deacons, and seminarians when he said, “Our Earth is talking 
to us and we must listen to it and decipher its message if we want to survive.” Many today are deaf to 
the voice of the Earth: to its atmosphere, its waters, its soils, its forests, its wildlife, its poor peoples. 
Many today are mute in the face of the relentless negative impact the current global economic system 
has on God’s wonderful life-filled creation. How can we become better followers of Jesus who makes the 
deaf hear and the mute speak? 

Fact File: In the 20th Century: globally, the mining of ores and minerals grew 27-fold; one quarter of 
coral reefs were destroyed and another 20% degraded, (75% are now endangered),  35% of mangroves 
were lost (in just two decades), extinction was at least 1000-fold above normal levels in fossil records.  
These losses are now accelerating. (Demystifying Sustainability, Haydn Washington, 2015).

Learn More: : “Our Earth, Our Home, Creation Spirituality for the 21st Century” is a dvd of activities 
suitable for groups and individuals. Emmy Silvius and Mary Burke fmm. https://oznatureshots.files.
wordpress.com/2012/03/advertisement-for-dvd_oznatureshots.pdf 

Take Action: Join the National Parks and Wildlife’s Backyard Buddy’s adoption program to help native 
animals in our backyards. http://backyardbuddies.org/
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